Chiku Awali Class Information, Rules and Procedures
Dress Code:  Acceptable dress for female African dance students is a lappa and tights or African pantaloons.  Male students are requested to wear head and waist-bands.  Students not having the proper attire will only be allow one infraction.  First time students will be exempt from this policy.  A lappa or bands may be rented for $1.00 for the evening.  Modern dance students may wear leotards and tights or other body fitting dance attire.  Tap students may wear regular or dance attire that is narrow at the legs and stops at the ankle.  Students must have tap shoes.  A limited number of tap shoes are available on loan to students.
Eating/Drinking:  There is to be no food or drink, except water, allowed in the dance area of any establishment that Chiku Awali has classes.  Children may not leave the building to purchase snacks from the surrounding stores while in attendance with Chiku Awali.  As dancers, as well as drummers, snacks should be healthy.  There is no chewing gum during class or at performances.  Repeated infractions (three) will result in suspension from classes for one week.
Lateness:  Students who are more than 15 minutes late to the class must have the instructor’s permission to join.  Students arriving 30 minutes late will not be permitted into the class.
Warm Up:  Late arriving students must warm up for at least five minutes before joining the class.

Comportment:  Students must not engage in any noisy chatter, laughter, horseplay or any disruptive behavior that would be a distraction to the instructor.  Repeated infractions will cause the student to be suspended for two weeks of classes.  Continued infractions will result in the student being terminated from the Chiku Awali program.  Parents are expected to reinforce these rules with their children.
Parental Supervision:  Parents must supervise small children not attending class and not allow them to interfere with the dancers or drummers.  Parents must wait for students in the ante-room of the class area.  At the Kurtz Center Building this is the adjoining Card Room.  At the Cultural Arts Building this is the lobby of the theater.  At Rockland Community College this is the hallway outside of the gym.  No children may be in any of these areas without the parent.   Parents must pick up their child(ren) promptly at the end of class or make arrangements for transportation of their child. 
Instruction Placement:  Chiku Awali will place students in classes that are both age and skill level appropriate.  Parents questioning such placement may appeal to the Board of Directors for a change of status.  Income eligible children taking other dance being offered must also take an African dance class or be enrolled in the Chiku Awali Youth Ensemble.
Payment:  Students who are income eligible must submit a current signed income tax statement prior to beginning sessions and each year thereafter for continued eligibility.  Students must also pay a membership fee to enroll in Chiku Awali.  If not income eligible, payment for lessons must be made at the end of each class without exception.  Students will not be admitted to the next class unless payment is made.  See the income eligible list on the application form.
Costumes:  An annual fee may be required for costumes.  Students can purchase costumes at cost without having to pay an annual fee.  Students are required to return their costumes in the net bags assigned to them.  Failure to do so will result in the student having to pay the at cost price of the costume. 

Performances:  Students may be asked to perform dances learned throughout the year for various organizations and civic institutions.  It is understood that these performances are a part of the community experience for African dance.  No monetary compensation will be offered for these performances.  Students must attend the three preceding rehearsals/classes before a performance.  The instructor/director determines whether the student will perform the piece presented to the public.   
Other Dance Classes:  Children must enroll in African dance classes in order to take other dance classes offered by Chiku Awali.
Income Eligibility:  See side two of the Chiku Awali application.
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